Expressions utiles 
au commentaire de texte

1. The text

The text is about - it deals with - it raises a big problem / question - it sets the following question - 
the scene takes place in - one of the characters in the text

2. What the writer does

He talks about - he describes - he depicts - he narrates - he relates - he refers to - he points out that - 
he explains that / how - he analyses - he accounts for... (by saying that...) - 
he comments on - he mentions - he reveals - he quotes (= il cite)

3. What the writer thinks and feels

He puts forward the view that - he suggests that - he argues in favour of / against - 
according to the writer - he satirizes - a satire on - satirical - he objects to - he exposes - he denounces - he attacks - he stands for - he advocates - he supports - he approves of - 
he has an optimistic / pessimistic outlook on life - he has a (strong) sense of humour

4. Your view of the author's arguments

He is objective / impartial / neutral / fair-minded - he distorts the facts - his views are biassed / 
he slanted the arguments / the solutions he puts forward are not valid - his views are too idealistic / utopian - he generalizes too much - he exaggerates - he goes too far - he doesn't provide any evidence for what he says - he proves / doesn't prove his case - 1 agree / disagree with - unlike the writer, I feel / I think - instead of criticizing, he should - I feel that the writer…
5. Discussion arising from the text : people and society

Some people want to escape from society through - they want to take advantage of - they want to make the most of life / to fulfil themselves / to achieve happiness - people can't cope with their problems. People are not aware that - have become aware that …
conscious that - are conditioned to believe that - it's a question of upbringing - it's the way we have been brought up - people question (= remettre en question) / reject traditional values.

People do not want to take sides - to commit themselves (= s'engager) - to get involved in - 
to take part in
6. Discussion arising from the text : past, present and future

People used to - in the past - in earlier times - once - previous generations believed / thought - from... onwards (= à partir de...) - so far - till / until / up to now - recently - lately (= ces derniers temps) - at present (= actuellement) - now - nowadays - these days - for the time being (= pour le moment) - most of the time - generally - usually - as a general rule - occasionally - from time to time - sometimes - rarely - seldom - hardly ever - as usual - at once - immediately - soon - later (on) - in the future - one day - from now on - by... (= d'ici...) - finally - eventually (= finalement) - at last - shortly after / before

7. Useful nouns

Repression - censorship - dictatorship - the consu​mer society - work on the assembly fine - social background - developed and developing countries - advantages / disadvantages / drawbacks - criterion (pl. criteria) - the relationship between - our environment - a trend in our society - mankind / human beings - the government - the system - the people in power - the ruling classes - the reason for / why - the need for - a means of... ing - a way to.. . / a way of...ing
8. Useful adjectives

Fair - depressing - contemporary - hypocritical - world-wide - over-simplified (= simpliste) - concer​ned by - ambiguous - cynical - unbearable - ridiculous - ironical - artificial - (in)accurate - main ('the main idea is...') - far-fetched

