	Auxiliaire modaux
	Notions
	Particularités
	Exemples

	CAN
	la possibilité matérielle

(être capable de . . .)
	au passé : COULD
pas de futur

son équivalent : TO BE ABLE TO
(être capable de . . .)
	· I can read without glasses.

· I can understand / I can hear you.

· can you speak any foreign languages?

· my grandfather could speak 4 languages.

· are you able to speak 4 languages?

	CAN
	la demande
	
	· can I use your phone ?

	MUST / MUSTN’T
	l’obligation

l’interdiction
	ne s’emploie qu’au présent

son équivalent : HAVE TO / HAD TO
	· you must have a passport to go around.

· you mustn’t smoke in the classroom, it’s forbidden.

· I have to work hard if I want my exam.

	MAY / MIGHT

MUST / COULD
	la probabilité

(il se peut que . . .)
	must = très probable

may / could = moins probable

might = encore moins probable
	· he may be in his office (it’s not sure).

· he might be working.

	SHOULD

OUGHT TO

(HAD BETTER)
	le conseil
	You’d better = tu ferais bien de . . . 
	· you should stop complaining, it’s not difficult.

· you shouldn’t smoke so much, it’s bad for your health.

· you ought to eat more vegetable.

· You’d better see a doctor, you look ill.

	WOULD
	la condition
	- se traduit par le conditionnel en français
	· I would buy a powerful car I had money.

	WOULD
	l’offre / l’invitation

la demande polie
	- se traduit par le conditionnel en français
	· would you like to come to the cinema on Saturday night> ?

· I’d like (I would like) information about hotels in Paris.

	MUST / MUSTN’T

NEEDN’T
	la nécessité ou 

la non nécessité
	- must = DEVOIR, ETRE OBLIGE DE

- need = AVOIR BESOIN DE
	· I’m late, I must hurry.

· I’ve got plenty of time. I needn’t (mustn’t) hurry.

	MAY / CAN
	la permission
	son équivalent: TO BE ALLOWED TO
(être autorisé à . . .)
	· students are allowed to smoke outside but not inside.

· Students can (ou may) smoke inside.


