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/Shakespeare was born in Stratford-on
in 1564 and he died there in 1616. He

was one of the greatest playwrights and
poets of all times. Between 1590 and 1613 he
wrote more than thirty-five major plays. He
called them histories, tragedies or comedies.
Can you name any ?

Shakespeare the playwright

Shakespeare

and his time

hakespeare lived during an exceptional period
when England was turning into a great nation
under the leadership of Elizabeth I. Her explor-
ers were sailing round the world, and her
poets, playwrights and musicians were writing
and composing pieces that still enchant the

public today.

England became master of the seas when the

Stratford-on Avon

His contemporaries

Galileo, the inventor of the
telescope ;

Sir Walter Raleigh, the
explorer who established the
American colony of Virginia ;

Guy Fawkes, who tried to
kill King James | (1605, The
Gun Powder Plot);

In France, Henri Ill, who was
assassinated in 1589, and
Henri IV, who was assassina-
ted in 1610.

Spanish Armada
was defeated in
Plymouth Harbour
in 1588, but in
France, religious
wars raged.

Henri IV of France
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A popular pastime
oin} to the theatre in 16th-century
England was very popular. For many
people it was the only entertainment they
had.

Because the audience came from so
many different social classes,
Shakespeare generally included some
humour or crude comedy in his plays,
even when they were serious tragedies
or histories.

The theatre in Shakespeare's time

The performances

rmances took place in day
ime. Although there was no cur-
ain and very little scenery, the
costumes were often elaborate
and women’s parts were taken by
boys.

Many of Shakespeare’s plays
were produced at the luxurious
Globe Theatre, but in 1613 a real
canon was fired during a perfor-
mance. The canon ball set fire to
the thatched roof (le toit de chaume)
and the building was destroyed.

The Swan Theatre, near the Globe




image3.jpeg
Romeo and Juliet

omeo Montague and Juliet Capulet

fall in love at a masked feast in Verona,
Italy, but they must hide their feelings
because their families are enemies and
have been quarrelling for years. With the
help of a monk (un moine) they marry in
secret, but tragedy follows.

Romeo kills Juliet’s cousin in a duel and
Juliet’s father wants her to marry another
man. In desperation, she drinks a potion
that will make her sleep and look dead.

As a result, her family thinks she is really
dead, and takes her to the family tomb,
where Romeo finds her. He also thinks she
is dead, and poisons himself immediately.
When Juliet wakes up she sees Romeo
dead and kills herself with his sword.

Mile‘ln“ifw

nl his way home from a victorious war, Scotland, but this still does not satisfy him and

)

\ N JMacbeth, a courageous Scottish he kills other honourable noblemen o
S

preserve the throne for his sons.
Gradually he becomes more
and more terrified by his
crimes and his wife’s nigh
mares are so horrible that
she kills herself.

Soon after, Macbeth

general, meets three terrible
witches (sorciéres) who tell
him that he will become
King of Scotland.

When Macbeth tells
his wife about the pro-
phesy she persuades
him to kill King Duncan. himself dies in a battle

Macbeth hesitates, but 4 against an army which has
finally commits the crime. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth come to restore the throneto

He becomes King of its rightful King.
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- John Everett Millais, Ophelia, 1852.

ﬁlet’s father, the King of Denmark, has died lost both her father and the man she loves, the

d his wife, Gertrude, has married the dead young woman goes insane and drowns herself.
King’s brother, Claudius, who now reigns over King Claudius then banishes Hamlet and
Denmark. gives secret orders to kill him. Hamlet

Prince Hamlet, Gertrude’s son, is devoured discovers the plot and returns to Denmark to
by melancholy because he suspects his uncle take revenge. Claudius organises a duel
of having murdered his father. His suspicions between Ophelia’s brother, Laertes, and

are confirmed when his father’s ghost explains Hamlet. To make sure Hamlet will be killed,
how he was poisoned, and Claudius puts poison on
asks for revenge. Laertes’s sword, and also in
Hamlet also hates his Hamlet’s wine.
mother for having remar- During the duel,
ried. Thinking all women Queen Gertrude drinks the
are traitors, he rejects his wine by mistake, and
pretty love, Ophelia, and promptly dies. Hamlet,
pretends to be mad. already wounded by
By mistake, Hamlet kills 3 Laertes sword, kills his
Ophelia’s father. Having Hamlet meditating on death. uncle before expiring.





